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Reverend Clergy and Religious 

Archdiocese of Gandhinagar 

 

    Subject: Opening lines of communication  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Tomorrow 30th will be one month that our dear Father ROCKY D’Silva was called by his and 

our heavenly Father to eternal peace. The tragic circumstances of that moment added to our grief 

and pain. We entered the New Year with heavy hearts that accompanied us as we laid the mortal 

remains of Father ROCKY to rest till our day of resurrection. Our faith in the Risen Lord has kept our 

hopes alive as we returned to continue our ministries knowing that we have an intercessor for us in 

Heaven.  

 

On 31st January evening there will be a Prayer Service in Himmatnagar.  On 2nd February at 

8.30am, I will celebrate a Memorial Mass in the Cathedral at Sector 8, Gandhinagar. That afternoon 

from 3.00pm to 5.00pm, there will be a Memorial Prayer Service at the Mount Carmel School Hall, 

Sector 21, Gandhinagar. All are welcome to the Service with representatives from among your 

parishioners.  (Those from outstation who are desirous of coming early –for lunch, should inform 

Father Salvador at Pethapur.  He should be intimated if you are to stay on for supper and the 

night.) 

 

During the month of January, I spent a few days in Goa. After my return, I attended on 10th 

Jan the ecumenical meeting of Pastors and their families at Behrampura Orthodox Church; on 11th 

Jan was the first Annual Day of the nascent school at Khiloda. From there I proceeded to NK; on 

18th Jan the Diocesan Priests met at Dharmacharya Nivas; on 25th Jan I joined the group from our 

Archdiocese that attended the two-day seminar on Lectio Divina in Pune Bishop’s House campus. 

On 30th-31st Jan, 22 pilgrims led by their Archbishop Maurice Gardes of Auch, France, will visit a 

few centers in our Archdiocese.  
 

  



Appointments : 
Fr. Francis Parmar,SJ, was installed as Provincial of Gujarat Jesuits on 3rd Jan. He has already 

visited the missions entrusted to the Jesuits in our Archdiocese.  

Fr. Savariraj was installed as Parish Priest of Catholic Ashram, Mehsana, on 19th Jan. I wish him 

God’s every blessing in his pastoral ministry and I thank Fr. Augustine for attending to the needs of 

the Parish inspite of his concerns in the school.  Fr. Sushilkumar was at his side to support him as 

Acting Parish Priest. 

Fr. JEBAMALAI  was appointed Vicar General of the Archdiocese on 25th Jan, 2014. As Financial 

Administrator, he has been in touch with our priests, religious and seminarians, as well as our 

institutions. Thanks, Father Jeba, for accepting to accompany the Archbishop in the months ahead. 

 

Dates to remember: 
27th February: Day of Consecrated Life : meeting of Priests and Religious of the Archdiocese at JVK 

Pastoral Center, Pethapur. Fr. Jebamalai has invited Fr. Cajetan Menezes, Director of Family 

Commission of Archdiocese of Bombay to lead us in a presentation and discussion on the Family 

and the Eucharist in Family Life. Fr. Jebamalai will communicate further details of the programme 

which will begin around 9.30am and end at 4.30pm. 

14th April: Mass of the Holy Chrism will be celebrated at Catholic Church, Himmatnagar 

26th April: Deacon Shanker Dodiyar will be ordained Priest at Catholic Church, Nana Kantharia. 

Mon 5th May: Deacon Arul Britto will be ordained Priest at his home parish of Thiruvarangam in 

Sivagangai Diocese. 

 

Diaconate: Bros. Julian Raj, Justin Prabu and Laxman Koted have been seminarians in our 

Archdiocese all these years. They are in their third year of Theology at Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth 

(residing at de Nobili College) Pune. Their ordination as Deacons would be at the end of March this 

year. Kindly inform the Archbishop in case you have a point to share about the candidates. 

 

Website of the Archdiocese   

Very silently the long awaited website of the Archdiocese made its appearance:  

www.archgandhinagar.org. Fr. Lawrence A. is in-charge with encouragement from Fr. Teles 

Fernandes and others in our Curia. The inspiration and bringing the website to life is thanks to the 

persistent efforts of Mr. Kevin Saldanha, a benefactor and a friend from Bandra, Mumbai. Any 

suggestions about the website, and photos-news of events in the Archdiocese may be directed to 

Fr. Lawrence.   
  



 

CBCI 31st General Body Meeting at the Alphonsian Pastoral Institute, Palai, will be from 

5-12 February 2014. The theme is : “Renewed Church for a Renewed Society : Responding to the 

Call of Vatican II”.  I will leave on 4th February for the meeting and return on 13th February. Do 

contact Father Jebamalai, Vicar General, for any need. Do pray for the success of the Assembly. 

 

And also pray for the repose of the soul of a sister of Sr. Anthony Mary (Sandhya Vishram, 

Kadi) who passed away a few weeks back. 

 

United in prayer for the Archdiocese, 

  

   Stanislaus Fernandes,sj 

Archbishop of Gandhinagar 


