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Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes and
Gandhinagar Herald wish you
a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year

©æÄkð»ko : Ãkqýkonwrík Wsðýe

RMkwÃktÚkeykuLkk rðïLkk ðzkÄ{oøkwÁ çkuLkurzõx Mkku¤{kyu
12 ykìõxkuçkh 2012Úke 24 LkðuBçkh 2013Lkk Mk{Þøkk¤ku
©æÄkð»ko íkhefu ònuh fÞwO. ð»ko Ëhr{ÞkLk yk¾k rðï{kt ÷kufkuLke
©æÄk Ÿze çkLku íku {kxuLke rðrðÄ «ð]r¥kyku [k÷e hne Au. økktÄeLkøkh
Ä{ko«ktík{kt Ãký {nkÄ{koæÞûk MíkkLkeM÷kWMk VLkkoLËuMkLke ykøkuðkLke
nuX¤ rðrðÄ MÚk¤kuyu ÷kufkuLke ©æÄk Ÿze çkLku yLku ykæÞkÂí{õíkk
ðÄu íku nuíkwÚke yLkuf fkÞo¢{ku ÞkuòR økÞk. íkkhe¾ 14 LkðuBçkh
2013Lkk hkus W¥kh økwshkíkLkk fuÚkr÷f ©æÄk¤wyku {kWLx fk{uo÷
Mfq÷ ¾kíku ©æÄkð»koLke ÃkqýkonqríkLke Wsðýe fhðk yLku RïhLkku
yk¼kh {kLkðk yufrºkík ÚkÞk níkk. «kht¼{kt çkkRçk÷ ÃkXLk ÃkAe
{nkÄ{koæÞûk©eyu nksh {uËLkeLku MktçkkuÄíkk sýkÔÞwt fu ©æÄk¤wykuyu
½kur»kík ©æÄkð»koLku Mkkhku «ríkMkkË ykÃÞku Au. ©æÄkLke yr¼ÔÞÂõík
YÃku Mkk{krsf, þiûkrýf Mkuðk yLku ykhkuøÞ Mkuðkyku ðÄkhðk{kt
ykðe Au. {kík]¼kð ðæÞku Au yLku ÷kufku ykæÞkÂí{f çkLÞkt Au.
yk rËðMku Ä{oøkwÁ Ãkhuþu ÷kufku Mk{ûk ©æÄkLke Mk{sqíke
ykÃke níke. íku{ýu fÌkwt níkwt fu “þtfk MktMkkhLke ¼k»kk Au íÞkhu

©æÄk R&ðheÞ ¼k»kk Au. ©æÄkðkLk ÔÞÂõík{kt ºký økwýku òuðk
{¤u Au. íku nt{uþk ykLktrËík nkuÞ Au, Mkíkík «kÚkoLkk fhu Au yLku
øk{u íkuðe ÃkrhÂMÚkrík{kt RïhLkku yk¼kh {kLku Au.” fkÞo¢{Lkk ytíku
{nkÄ{koæÞûk©eyu fkÞo¢{Lke MkV¤íkk {kxu ÞkuøkËkLk ykÃkLkkh MkkiLkku
yk¼kh {kLkíkkt ykÃkýe ©æÄk fkÞo{kt Ãkrhý{u yuðe yÃkuûkk hk¾e níke.
The Year of Faith has been a period of time leading
Bishops, Priests and Religious, and Lay Faithful to deepen
their love for Jesus and commit themselves to serve
their fellowmen and women. In view of continuing and
deepening the spirit of the Year, Archbishop Stanislaus
Fernandes has written a Pastoral Letter at the beginning
of Advent announcing the coming year as the Year of
the Eucharist. (The Year began on 8th December, 2013,
and will continue till the end of 2014.) Deans and Parish
Priests should promote the devotion to the Eucharist
drawing from the Sacrament the grace to know and love
Jesus more, and to follow Him who ‘went about doing
good’ more closely.

Welcome

Gandhinagar Archdiocese welcomes back Rev. Fr.
Savariraj after a three year pastoral commitment in the
Archdiocese of Auch (France). Gandhinagar Herald wishes
him all the best for his future apostolate in Gandhinagar
Archdiocese.
Archdiocese of Gandhinagar congratulates and wishes all
the very best to Rev. Fr. Francis Parmar SJ, the Provincialelect of the Gujarat Jesuit Province. He will begin his new
ministry on 3rd January 2014.

Feast of Mother Mary

In the Archdiocese, the annual feasts/melos in honour
of Mother Mary were celebrated in the various parishes
during the months of August, September, October.
Vishveshwari Mata of Deesa began the ‘innings’ on 25th
August. The Cathedral parish of Gandhinagar celebrated
the birthday of Mary on the 8th of September with a
solemn procession and Holy Mass. The very next day Nana
Kantharia celebrated the Dungari Mata melo. Unteshwari
took its turn on 12th October and was followed by
Mankroda-Bhiloda on Sunday 13th October. Garbas
and processions, the celebration of the Holy Eucharist
followed by the community prem bhojan marked the
celebrations. The congregation would disperse after the
maha-aarti. Archbishop Fernandes presided at all these
celebrations in this Year of Faith and sought blessings
of the heavenly Mother to strengthen the faith of our
Catholics.

His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal
Alencherry’s Visit
His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal Alencherry, Major
Archbishop of Syro-Malabar Church, was invited to the
Archdiocese of Gandhinagar on the occasion of his visit to
the Diocese of Ahmedabad. Archbishop Fernandes along
with representatives of the Syro-Malabar community
received His Beatitude and Rev. Fr. Chancellor of the
Syro-Malabar Church, at the Ahmedabad airport on
16th October 2013 evening. On the Thursday 17th His
Beatitude visited Unteshwari Mata Maria Mandir, met
the Syro-Malabar families from Kadi, and then visited the
Sisters and inmates of Madhurya Bhavan and Sandhya
Vishram. That evening the Major Archbishop celebrated
the Holy Qurbana for the Syro-Malabar Faithful at the
Cathedral in Gandhinagar. This was followed by a simple
fellowship sharing with the community.
A visit to St. Joseph’s School, Vijapur, was arranged on
Friday 18th morning. The Major Archbishop spoke to the

staff and students and had a meal with the managing
Trustees of the school. That evening was spent at Kalol
where the Holy Qurbana was celebrated for the Faithful
who had gathered from Kalol, Kadi and from as far as
Mehsana. From Kalol, the Major Archbishop was escorted
to Ahmedabad. Archbishop Fernandes attended the daylong programmes at the auditorium of Loyola Hall on
Saturday. On Sunday 20th October, the Archbishop again
participated in the Holy Qurbana and felicitations at
the University Convention Hall in Ahmedabad. Cardinal
Alencherry wrote an appreciative letter to Archbishop
Fernandes on his return to his Major-Archiepiscopal See.

Archbishop Maurice Gardes Of Auch
(France)

Since some years Deacon Moiz Rasiwala and Madame
Francoise Rasiwala have been regular visitors to Meghraj
and other places in Gujarat. They have camped at
Meghraj for a few weeks each year. It is this connection
that led Archbishop Maurice Gardes to seek the ministry
of a priest from Gandhinagar. Fr. Savariraj volunteered
and is back with us after completing his commitment
to the Archdiocese of Auch. These connections have
initiated an interest for the missions of Gandhinagar that
Archbishop Gardes desired to visit. He came accompanied
by Deacon Moiz and Madame Francoise and spent 26th
to 29th November in the Archdiocese. Besides a few
places of cultural interest, the Archbishop was taken to
Unteshwari, Bileshwarpura, Mehsana, Mandali, Meghraj,
Nana Kantharia, Khiloda and Himmatnagar. He showed
interest in the pioneering work of our missionaries that
has been supported by our educational apostolate. On
the evening of his departure from Kalupur Rly. Station,
the Archbishop met with a few persons of different
religious affiliations to understand the interaction among
the religious groups in Gujarat. This interest was in
connection with his ministry among the ecumenical and
religious groups in France where he has been involved
with the Commissions for Ecumenism and InterReligious Dialogue. Fr. Cedric Prakash graciously hosted
the meeting with these representatives from different
religious groups. Whereas, the Archbishop returned to
France after a two-day visit to Mumbai, Deacon Moiz
and Francoise returned to Meghraj for a few days.

çkkr÷fkrËLkLke Wsðýe
rðï çkkr÷fkrËLkLke WsðýeLkk ¼køk YÃku, økktÄeLkøkh
{nkÄ{o«ktík{kt Ãký 15{e MkÃxuBçkhLkk rËðMku Wsðýe hk¾ðk{kt
ykðe níke. yu{kt fw÷ 178 çkkr÷f/Þwðíkeyku, 25 rMkMxhku yLku 2
VkÄhkuyu ¼køk ÷eÄku níkku.

Mkðú{kt Ãkh{Ãkqò ÃkAeLke Ãknu÷e Mk¼k{kt {wÏÞ ðõíkk Mke.
RLËwyu çkk÷efkrËLkLkwt {níð Mk{òðíkkt fÌkwt fu †eLkwt MksoLk ÃkwÁ»kLke
ÃkktMk¤e{ktÚke ÚkÞwt nkuðkÚke †eLkwt MÚkkLk ÃkwÁ»kLkk ÓËÞ{kt nkuðwt òuRyu.
Mktík ÃkkW÷, hkò hk{{kunLkhkÞ, fLko÷ ðkufh ðøkuhuyu †eykuLku
fR heíku çkeÁËkÔÞk Au íkuLke ðkík Ãký Mke. RLËwyu fhe níke. çkÃkkuhLke [[ko{kt Vk. ÷kuhuLMku [kh xwfze{kt [kh «&™kuLke [[ko fhkðe
RïhLke Mk]üe{kt †eLkwt fux÷wt {n¥ð níkwt íku rð»ku Mk{sqíke ykÃke
níke. íku{ýu AuÕ÷u MðMðefkh, RïhLkku Mðefkh yLku ÓËÞÃk÷xku
yuðk ºký {eÄkyku Ãkh ¼kh {wõÞku níkku. yk WsðýeLke Ãkqýkonwrík,
{nkÄ{koæÞûk©eLkk ykþeðo[LkÚke ÚkR níke. yk WsðýeLkwt MkwtËh
ykÞkusLk fhLkkh Mke. òuRMke íkÚkk íku{Lke f{exeLkku ¾qçk yk¼kh
(Mke. fw{qË, Ãkk÷LkÃkwh).

Good-Will Games

Celebrant of the ceremony together with her mother
and family members, Priests Religious and a large
congregation of faithful especially from Dodhisera
village. A former Asha Niketan boarding inmate, Sr.
Anita Leonie joined the ‘Salesian Missionaries of Mary
Immaculate’ (SMMI) congregation. After her 1st vows
in 2006, she did her PTC and taught in Umreth. Her
final commitment in Bhiloda in the presence of her
Provincial and other Sisters was a day of great joy in the
parish. The parish team led by Parish Priest Fr. Stany
Pinto SJ and the joyful participation of Asha Niketan
boarding girls, made the Liturgy a celebration. Sr. Anita
Leonie is the ninth girl of the Parish (including the new
Khiloda-Asal parish) to join the SMMI congregation.
These Sisters from Bhiloda have been placed as far as
the North East; and there is one more Religious Sister
working in another Congregation in Rajasthan.

New Missionary Endeavours
yk[ozkÞrMkMk ykuV økktÄeLkøkh îkhk íkk: 7 Lku 8 rzMkuBçkh 2013Lkk
hkus ÍurðÞMko nkRMfq÷, {nuMkkýk ¾kíku økktÄeLkøkh Ä{o«ktík ykÞkursík ykX{ku £uLzþeÃk h{íkkuíMkðLkwt ykÞkusLk fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt níkwt.
su{kt {nkÄ{o«ktíkLkk y÷øk y÷øk rðMíkkh{kt fkÞohík fw÷ 10
Mfq÷kuyu ¼køk ÷eÄku níkku.
íkk: 7 rzMkuBçkh 2013Lkk hkus Mkktsu MkUx ÍurðÞMko nkRMfq÷, {nuMkkýkLkk yk[kÞo©e Vk. yøkÂMxLku çkÄkLku ykðfkÞkoLku ÃkAe çkÄkyu
hkMk økhçkk{kt WíMkkn Ãkqðof ¼køk ÷eÄku níkku. íkk. 8 rzMkuBçkh
2013Lkk hkus Mkðkhu Ãkrðºk r¾úMíkÞ¿k çkkË økktÄeLkøkh Ä{o«ktíkLkk
{nkøkwÁ yk[orçkþÃk MxuLke VLkkoÂLzMkyu çkÄk s ¾u÷kzeykuLku MktçkkuÄe
h{íkkuLkku «kht¼ fÞkuo níkku (rhÃkkuxo : Rïh¼kR ¾hkze)

Final Vows Ceremony At Bhiloda

Sr. Anita Leonie, from Dodisara village in Bhiloda parish
took her final vows on 30th November, 2013 at 11.30
am. Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes was the chief

The Missionaries of St. Francis De Sales (MSFS) have
come to work in Bhileshwarpura (Kalol parish). Their
missionary work was formally inaugurated on August
18, 2013. Two Province Councillors were present for the
occasion. Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes welcomed
the Fransalians to the Archdiocese and presided at the
inaugural Eucharistic celebration at which the PP and
Parish community of Kalol and other Fathers and Sisters
from the surrounding parishes participated.
The Sisters of the Congregation of St. Aloysius Gonzaga
began their first missionary venture in Gujarat and North
India in Mehsana in the Archdiocese of Gandhinagar.
Their Convent in the Parish convent was blessed and
inaugurated on the 3rd of October 2013 after the
Solemn Eucharistic celebration presided by Archbishop
Stanislaus Fernandes in the parish Church. The
Superior General, Provincial Superiors, Priests from the
neighbourhood, Sisters, Parishioners and Well-wishers
were present to welcome the four Gonzaga Sisters. They

had done a two-month Gujarati course at JVK, Pethapur,
before beginning their mission in Mehsana. Two Sisters
will be in the school, and two will be involved in social
work. These social workers are already working on a
government programme to empower women.
Ever since they arrived in the Archdiocese, the Sisters
of Pilar Association have been staying in rented places.
When the Pilar Fathers bought their plot of land in
Khiloda, the Sisters too joined them. The construction of
their Convent with space for meetings with women has
been completed. The blessing and inaugural Mass was
held on 9th November, 2013. The women groups, the
fruit of the apostolate of the Sisters all these years, came
in good numbers. Sr. Nina Lopes, the President of the
Association opened the doors of the new Convent for her
Sisters and the Archbishop celebrated the Holy Eucharist.
The missions of Sabarkantha were well represented
by the Sisters and Fathers and some Lay-leaders.

School Building Inaugurations

were inaugurated by Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes
on 14th October 2013. Fr. Jeyaraj, Parish Priest, Fr.
Mathew Parapuram, Principal, Father Shantilal Ninama,
the Vedruna Sisters, and teachers and students of the
school expressed their joy at seeing the new structure.
There was a small programme to make the event a
memorable one.

We Miss you…

Archdiocese of Gandhinagar and especially Vijaynagar
Parish will miss the selfless missionary spirit of Rev.
Fr. Vincent Vaghela SJ, who after long years of service
(2006-2013) as a Principal and a pastor was given a
loving send-off on 30th October 2013. Fr. Peter Francis
SJ from St. Xavier’s School, Gandhinagar, has been
appointed Principal in the place of Fr. Vincent Vaghela.

Archbishop at Radhanpur

In this year of Faith, Radhanpur mission celebrated
the Feast of Christ the King on the 24th of November.
Archbishop Stanislaus led the celebration of the small
community of Faithful who had come to honour Christ
their King. The boarding children were extremely happy
to see and be with their ‘mota Bapu’ who freely moved,
walked and talked with the children.

Contextual Theology Program, GVD

Vadgam mission witnessed a large crowd on the occasion
of the inauguration of the new building of the Bethany
School on the 1st of October 2013. Their Superior
General and Sister Provincial, Councillors and the pioneer
Sisters were present for the inauguration and blessing
Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes. Da. Aurora Ilarraz and
her niece from Spain had come for the occasion. With
priests and religious sisters from neighbouring parishes,
officials, parents and well-wishers from Vadgam taluka
and Palanpur, the gathering gave a picture of gratitude
that a Catholic school has sprung up in the taluka.

The second year theology students at Gujarat
Vidhyadeep, Sewasi, had two ‘at home’ encounters
before the beginning of the second term. They were at
home with the ‘contextual history of Christianity’ lessons
at Mandali directed by Fr. Garizz. During the course,
the students visited north Gujarat mission stations and
closed the history lessons with a padayatra to Unteshwari
Mata mandir at Kadi on the Poonam day. The exposure
to Hindu religious places like Haridwar and Rishikesh was
also an ‘at home’ experience for the students. The ‘would
be priests’ were amazed at the knowledge, wisdom,
simplicity, spirituality, solitude, transparency etc. of the
Hindu Sadhus! Students were impressed by the happy life
of the Sadhus and are ready and willing to emulate them
in the future. (bro. Kingslin. S)

The Lusadia High School building of Nana Kantharia
parish is in a sorry state and a section of the building
is being brought down for a new structure to come up.
To begin with, four new classrooms have been built and
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