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Visit of Manos Unidas…

From 26th Nov 2016 to 29th Nov 2016,
Sabarmati Samruddhi Seva Sangh was
blessed with the presence of two
prominent representatives, Ana
Carcamo - Country Officer & Chiqui
Cabido – office delegate from Manos
Unidas ( MU), Spain in the Archdiocese
of Gandhinagar. MU as a Women's
association recognizes extensively
women's role in building and developing
the community and society at large.
Their inmost desire to support women
for growth & sustainable change agents
in matters to health propelled them to
visit our mission stations like
Ramosana, Mandali, Khiloda & Nana
Kantharia of North Gujarat. After having
engaged themselves in one to one talk
with the women gathered at the centres,
they hastened to meet women in the
remote villages of each centres to
recapture the works done and revitalize
health awareness created. A short
meeting with the Director and staff of
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SSSS (Childline included) gave impetus
to the objectives of the organization and
built a way forward to further
partnership and affiliation. Archbishop
Thomas expressed his gratitude for the
outstanding works done through their
financial aid and showed his concern to
be supported by them as the Holy Spirit
inspires. Ana & Chiqui said “We are
happy for the time, patience, hospitality
and opportunity to learn about the field
work, development of the organization
and the women involvement shown by
you all made our visit a memorable,
touching and fruitful one.”
(Fr. Salvador Fernandes)

Archdiocesan Friendship
Games…
To renew and rebuild the relationship,
this year too, the Archdiocese organized
th
the 9 Friendship sports meet at
rd
th
Mehsana on the 3 and 4 of December

rd

2016. On the 3 evening, 14 schools
gathered in the garden of St. Xavier's
School. After the registration, all the

January - February : 2017

Gandhinagar Herald

players and staff had dinner and
boosted themselves. They were given
time to relate with each other, and they
danced together to the Garba tune. On
th
4 Morning, all prayed together to get
the blessing of the Lord by
participating in the Holy Mass offered
by Archbishop Thomas Macwan. After
the breakfast, all gathered on the
ground for the program. Archbishop
Thomas Macwan graced inaugural
ceremony with his august presence as
the chief guest. The event commenced
with the prayer dance and welcome
address. Students of all the schools
joined in the march past and the
Olympic torch was lighted before all
took the oath together. The flag was
hoisted by the Archbishop. Then he
delivered the speech, wished the
students and opened the sports meet.
The event of races such as 100, 200
400 mts and long jump, shot put and
relay races took place one by one.
The Championships won by the
following schools…..
 Under 14 Boys Championship :
St.Xavier's, Deesa.
 Under 14 Girls Championship :
St.Xavier's, Mehsana.
 Under 17 Boys Championship :
St.Xavier's, Gandhinagar.
 Under 17 Girls Championship :
Lusadia High School.
The winners were congratulated and
honored with awards and certificates.
Rev.Fr. Augustine, the Principal
thanked everyone for the successful
program. Then the sports meet was
declared closed by Rev. Fr. Malaralagan.
After the vote of thanks, all had lunch
and went back happily. (Sr. Vimala)
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First Sports meet on the feast
of St. Francis Xavier…
On the 3rd December 2016 being the
feast of St. Francis Xavier, the patron
saint of St. Xavier's School, UmruSiddhpur, the first sports meet was held
in the school grounds. After the morning
prayer and action song by children Ms.
Priya welcomed all. The kids had their
athletic events while the parents had
their games which paved the way for all
to participate and be active. Both the
kids and parents had enjoyed. The
winners were given their trophies which
made them so excited. Fr. Xavier James
thanked all the parents and encouraged
the children. He also introduced Deacon
Dominic Savio to the parents and also
thanked Ms. Jameela and Ms. Priya for
the arrangement. He appreciated
Chandubhai Thakor for being so
generous in helping the teachers.

Thereafter Parent-Teacher-Student
Interaction was held and then all
participated in the festive lunch and left
for their homes. (Fr. Xavier James)
WRCC Meeting in Nadiad…
Western Region Catholic Council
meeting was held at Nadiad for all the 16
dioceses of Goa, Gujarat and
Maharastra on 10th and 11th December
2016. There were many participants
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who represented their respective
dioceses. Representing the Archdiocese
of Gandhinagar, Archbishop Thomas
Macwan, Mr. Ketan Mecwan, Sr.
Pushpa Tailor and Fr. Xavier James
participated in it. The theme of the
meeting was on the synodal document of
Pope Francis 'The Joy of Love' (Amoris
Laetitia) and its implications in our
diocese. Along with Archbishop Thomas

the participants discussed the
initiatives from our Archdiocese and
also action plan for the diocese.
(Fr. Xavier James)
Christmas Celebration at
Bileshwarpura…
This year at the dawn of Christmas day
the migrant brothers and sisters from
Ratanpur, Katraj, Saij, Budasan,
Chattral GIDC, Chattral, Rajpur,
Dhanot, Pansar and local people from
Bileshwarpura village were present for
the program. The Migrant catholic
brothers and sisters numbered 135 took
part in the celebration of the most Holy
Eucharist presided by Fr. Mathew. The
youth of the place sang melodiously in
Hindi and at the very beginning of the
Eucharist there was carol singing. After
the Holy mass fellowship meals was
served in which almost 225 people took
part. There was Christmas tree games
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organized by Sr. Teresa and Brother
Peter in which all the people who visited
our place took part actively. Towards the
end of the Christmas tree games a
friendly football match was played by
our migrant brothers. In the evening
Santa was welcomed in the campus who

distributed sweets and gifts to the
people. All those who visited us returned
home in the evening by 5:45 PM.
(Fr. Romeo B. Louis msfs)
Two Sisters with Golden Arms...
Archana(18) and Pinal(15) of the
Lusadia High School have won several
gold and silver medals in Archery both
in state and national level competitions.
Last year these two girls won eight gold
medals at national level. This year they
have got four gold, two silver and two
bronze medals at national archery
competitions. These two girls are

daughters of a poor tribal family from
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Nana Kantharia village. Their father
Mr.Ajit Suvera is a daily wager. They
have been supported by the Lusadia
High School which they attend. After
having achieved both in state and
national levels they are now dreaming to
compete in the international level as
well. There are many people coming
forward promising help and assistance
for their growth to the international level
competitions. The Archdiocese
congratulates and wishes them a bright
future. (Fr. Mathew Parapuram)
Priestly Ordination…
My vocation journey began when I was
an alter server. I used to be regular for
Sunday mass. I must say that my
mother instilled this feeling in me saying
whatever we ask God in the Eucharist
will be granted. I used to wonder how
important the role of a priest who helps
the people receive their needs. As I
th
completed my 10 standard I joined
Tamilnadu Xavier Mission Home
against my father and my elder brother's
wish. My brother asked me to do
polytechnic and join him in Dubai.
Mission Home Rector Fr Dinasious used
to talk about the mission in north India.
I was to go to Bethya Diocese in Bihar
since mission Home did not receive
letter from that bishop I was asked if I
could go to Gujarat. Fr Xavier James
also visited mission Home and asked me
if I could come to Gujarat. I thought this
must be the will of God and came to
Gujarat in the month of June 2003. I
went ahead with the formation. As I
completed my BTH from Gujarat Vidya
Deep in October 2016 I heard about the
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health condition of my father. I spoke to
Archbishop Thomas Macwan and he
immediately accepted my request. He
came all the way to my home parish and
ordained me on 5th January 2017. It was
a memorable event in my life. I took the

motto “ Called to love him in Serving His
Creation” keeping in mind that I need to
respond to God who is love Himself.
(Fr. Dominic Savio)
Days to Remember…
February 26th : Silver Jubilee celebration of
Rev. Fr. Arockiaswamy at
10.30 am, Meghraj.
th
March 8
: Women's day Celebration at
9.00 am, Pethapur.
th
March 26
: Silver Jubilee celebration of
Rev. Fr. Teles Fernandes at
4.00 pm, Himmatnagar.
st
March 31
: Archdiocesan Spoken
th
to April 25
English Course at
Pehthapur.
th
April 10
: Chrism Mass at Premavtar
Isu Mandir Cathedral,
Gandhinagar.
th
April 26
: Silver Jubilee celebration of
Rev. Fr. Isidor Almeida at
Uttan Pali.
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